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Patricia Aikins Murphy, CNM DrPH received her midwifery education and Master's In Nursing from Columbia 
University, NY, and her Doctorate in Public Health from the Columbia University School of Public Health. She is an 
Associate Professor in the College of Nursing at the University of Utah, where she holds the Annette Poulson 
Cumming Endowed Chair in Women's & Reproductive Health. She serves on the Board of Directors of the Association 
of Reproductive Health Professionals. She is engaged in research, education, and clinical practice in women's health, 
and is a Deputy Editor of the Journal of Midwifery & Women's Health. 
 
Susan Akins, CNM, MS earned her BSN at The Ohio State University, her MS at Texas Woman's University, and her 
midwifery certification at the Parkland School of Nurse-Midwifery.  She was the first CNM in practice at a private 
hospital in Dallas, TX and has worked in two practices at Baylor University Medical Center over the past twelve years.  
Susan "grew" her position out of relationships established from working in the Baylor area for many years, in labor and 
delivery and outpatient surgery, prior to her midwifery education.  She now practices with Lindsay Kragle, CNM, at 
Women's Health Alliance in Dallas.  
 
Leah Albers, CNM, DrPH received her nursing education at Vanderbilt University (BSN, 1971;  MSN, 1974).  She 
studied midwifery at the University of Medicine and Dentistry of New Jersey (CNM 1977). She practiced full-scope 
midwifery for 11 years and then completed the Doctor of Public Health at the University of North Carolina School of 
Public Health in 1990 and since 1991 she has been a midwifery teacher and researcher at the University of New 
Mexico Health Sciences Center in Albuquerque, New Mexico. 
 
Jill Alliman, CNM, MSN has been in practice as a birth center nurse-midwife in rural Tennessee for over twenty 
years.  She has served as the Center Director of Women's Wellness and Maternity Center for the past six years, and 
maintains a clinical practice along with her administrative responsibilities. During her tenure as Director, the Center has 
expanded its role as a primary care provider for women by becoming a Rural Health Clinic, and has been awarded the 
designation of Rural Frontier Women’s Health Coordinating Center by the Office on Women’s Health.  An evening 
well child clinic provides children’s preventative care services. Jill has received recognition from Good Housekeeping 
and Wyeth as their 2004 Healthcare Provider of the Year, and the Tennessee Primary Care Association as recipient of 
the Caryl E. Carpenter Award.  She is currently the President of the American Association of Birth Centers.   
 
Jill received her Nurse-Midwifery certificate from the Medical University of South Carolina, and her Master's in 
Nursing from Case Western in Cleveland, Ohio.  
 
Ed Annen, Jr., JD earned his B.A. degree from the University of Michigan in 1973 and his law degree from Wayne 
State University in 1976. He studied international contracts at the Institute of European Studies in Brussels, Belgium 
and The Hague Academy of International Law, The Hague, Netherlands in 1975. Mr. Annen has practiced law in 
Kalamazoo, Michigan since 1979. His law practice has a heavy emphasis on business law, contract formation and 
contract litigation. Mr. Annen authored the Chapter, “Signing on the Dotted Line” in Joan Slager’s Business Concept’s 
for Health Care Providers published by Jones & Bartlett in 2004. 
 
Adina Andrea, CNM began her career in 1986 as a Florida licensed midwife performing home births in private 
practice.  After obtaining her CNM  from Education Program Associates and working in a birthing center she decided 
to attack the last frontier by midwifing in a hospital setting at Catawba Valley Medical Center in Hickory, NC. She 
currently is the administrator of the The Center for Women & Children at the same hospital and also manages three 
outpatient clinics including a GYN Clinic and a Ryan White Clinic. She obtained her BSN at UNC Charlotte and is 
completing her masters at Walden University. 
 
Kim Armour, CNP/APN, RDMS, MSN is a Certified Nurse Practitioner in Women’s Healthcare & Perinatology and 
also holds her registry as a Diagnostic Medical Sonographer in Obstetrics & Gynecology, specializing in fetal 
diagnostics.   She is currently the manager and nurse practitioner of Women’s Subspecialties at Central DuPage 
Hospital in Winfield, IL.   She received her Master’s of Science in Nursing from the University of Pennsylvania in 
1997, her Bachelor’s  of Science  in nursing from Keuka College, Keuka Park, NY in 1995 and an Associate Applied 
Science  in Nursing from the College of DuPage, Glen Ellyn, IL  in 1984.  She also holds an additional certificate as a 
Women’s Healthcare Nurse Practitioner from Planned Parenthood of Minnesota/South Dakota. 
 
Kim currently serves AWHONN as an elected director on their board of directors and is a member of  the National 
Association of Nurse Practioners in Womens Health.  She has served as expert faculty with NICHQ and HRSA, as well 
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as expert faculty with the Institute for Healthcare Improvement’s Perinatal IMPACT communities.  Kim presents 
nationally on many obstetrical topics and has a  number of publications. She currently serves as associate faculty for 
both Loyola University, Chicago and College of DuPage in Glen Ellyn, IL. 
 
Deborah Armbruster, CNM, MPH, FACNM is currently the Director of Prevention of Postpartum Hemorrhage 
Initiative (POPPHI) within Program for Appropriate Technology for Health (PATH).  She was with ACNM Global 
Outreach for 15 years and Director for 3 years.  With over 26 years of experience in international reproductive health 
programs, she has worked in more than 20 countries. She participated in the Sri Lanka Safe Motherhood Technical 
Consultation and the Geneva and Tunis Technical Consultation on ‘Skilled Attendance at Birth’.  Ms. Armbruster has 
experience in competency-based training, materials and program development for a variety of cadres of health 
providers including co-author of the ACNM Home Based Life Saving Skills manual.  She has worked with professional 
associations in capacity building, standard setting and institutional strengthening.  
 
Mary Barger, CNM, MPH, Assistant Professor of Maternal and Child Health in the Boston University School of 
Public Health, teaches in the areas of perinatal epidemiology and maternal and child health.  She practices midwifery 
with Harvard Vanguard Medical Associates in Boston.  For over 25 years, she has practiced nurse-midwifery and 
taught and directed nurse-midwifery programs. She has written and spoken on a large range of topics. She currently is 
completing her doctorate in epidemiology. Ms. Barger serves on the editorial board of JMWH, ACNM Fellows Board 
of Governors, and AMCB Board of Directors as chair of the Certification Maintenance Program. 
 
Kate Bauer, MBA is the executive director of the American Association of Birth Centers (formerly the National 
Association of Childbearing Centers) and the executive secretary for the AABC Foundation.  She has been involved 
with birth centers at the national level for 20 years.  She is has published numerous reports on the birth center 
experience and is part of the AABC's Uniform Data Set Task Force.  She earned her BA from Earlham College and her 
MBA from Penn State University. On a personal note, Kate is the proud mother of two birth center babes. 
 
Diana Beck, CNM, MS is presently a Senior Technical Advisor with ACNM’s Department of Global Outreach. Ms. 
Beck has practiced full-scope midwifery in a variety of settings, established a midwifery service, and was nurse-
midwifery faculty at Georgetown University.  With over 20 years of experience in international maternal and 
reproductive health programs she has worked in more than 17 countries.  Her international experiences includes 
program design, implementation, evaluation, training, and curriculum development for traditional birth attendant 
training, in-service and pre-service training of nurses, midwives and doctors, as well as midwifery association 
strengthening.  She is the co-author of the ACNM Home Based Life Saving Skills among other training manuals. 
 
Patricia Beckman, CNM, MPH has been a CNM for over 12 years. Since graduating from Boston University’s Nurse 
Midwifery Program she has worked in many settings including home, birth centers, and hospital. She loves her current 
position as a staff midwife at Catawba Valley Medical Center in Hickory, NC. Its has been her privilege to work with 
the nursing staff there and to promote evidenced based practice in the second stage of labor.  She believes that all 
nurses and midwives would change their second stage management if given the opportunity to really look at the 
evidence. 
 
Andrew Brill, MD is presently the Director of Minimally Invasive Gynecology, Reparative Pelvic Surgery, and 
Surgical Training at California Pacific Medical Center in San Francisco.  He is the past president of the AAGL, the 
world's leading organization for minimally invasive gynecology.  He serves on two editorial boards and has authored 
more than 50 articles covering all aspects of minimally invasive gynecology. He recently moved to San Francisco after 
a 16 year academic career at the University of Illinois in the Department of Obstetrics and Gynecology as Professor and 
Fellowship Director of Gynecologic Endoscopy. 
 
Mary C. Brucker, CNM, PhD, FACNM is Professor and Director of Graduate Programs at Baylor University, the 
Louise Herrington School of Nursing in Dallas Texas.  She was previously the Director of the Parkland School of 
Nurse-Midwifery and the University of Texas Southwestern Nurse Practitioner Program.  Dr. Brucker has been a nurse-
midwife for more than 30 years and has cared for women in a variety of sites, including public and private settings.  
She has written and spoken widely on areas of women's health care locally, nationally and internationally, including 
pharmacological issues. 
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Karin Cadwell PhD RN FAAN IBCLC is a member of the faculty of the Healthy Children Project and Professor in 
the graduate and undergraduate program in Maternal Child Health/Lactation Consulting at Vermont College and The 
Union Institute and University. She is the author/co-author of numerous books and articles including Breastfeeding A-
Z: Terminology and Telephone Triage, Maternal and Infant Assessment for Breastfeeding and Human Lactation: A 
Guide for the Practitioner, Second Edition and Case Studies in Breastfeeding: Problem Solving Skills and Strategies. 
Her extensive clinical experience includes hospital and community practice.  
 
Barbara Camune RNC,CNM, WHNP, DrPH is CNM from the University of Illinois at Chicago and the program 
coordinator there for midwifery and women's health. She has been teaching neonatal resuscitation for 10years. She has 
experience as the Head Nurse of Level I & II Nurseries and Mother /Baby units. 
 
Catherine Carr, CNM, DrPH  is an associate professor in the Department of Family and Child Nursing at the 
University of Washington, Seattle. She obtained her midwifery education at the Frontier School of Midwifery and 
Family Nursing in Hyden, Kentucky and received her Doctor of Public Health degree from the University of Michigan 
in Ann Arbor. She is a member of the International Committee and of the International Section of the Division of 
Research of the ACNM. She works with students and midwives in Central America in Guatemala and Costa Rica. 
 
Sue Carter, PhD is Professor of Psychiatry and Co-Director of the Brain Body Center at the University of Illinois at 
Chicago. Her research program focuses on the neurobiology of social behavior, including social bonding and social 
support. Dr. Carter also has examined endocrine changes associated with human behavior, including studies that 
demonstrate the physiological benefits of lactation to the mother. She has published over 200 papers and edited or co-
edited five volumes including the Integrative Neurobiology of Affliation (MIT Press, 1999) and Attachment and 
Bonding: A New Synthesis (MIT Press, 2006), and is past president of the International Behavioral Neuroscience 
Society. 
 
 
Ellen Chetwynd, RN BSN IBCLC is currently a nurse, a lactation consultant, and the Co-Director  
of the Maternal Child Health Program at the UNC Department of Family Medicine.  She received her degree in nursing 
in 1991, and became a Lactation Consultant in 2000.  She has worked in the area of perinatal health since 1992, caring 
for young families in a number of different settings, including a hospital Labor and Delivery department, birthing 
centers, and currently, an outpatient clinic.  For over 5 years, she has been a speaker on childbirth, breastfeeding, and 
parenting topics for both the birthing community as well as providing education to physicians, nurses, doulas, and 
lactation consultants. 
 
P. Annie Clark, CNM, MPH, became a certified nurse-midwife in 1980. For 18 years, she practiced full-scope 
midwifery in rural hospitals and occasionally attended births at home. Her supervising physicians, who were not 
routinely in the hospital, taught her how to use the vacuum extractor. She obtained her Master’s Degree in Public 
Health from the University of Hawaii, and in 1998, began working for the ACNM Department of Global Outreach as a 
Senior Technical Advisor. She trains doctors and midwives in developing countries to use the vacuum extractor as part 
of the ACNM Life Saving Skills program. 
 
Carolyn Clancy, MD was appointed Director of the Agency for Healthcare Research and Quality (AHRQ) on 
February 5, 2003.  Prior to her appointment, Dr. Clancy had served as AHRQ's Acting Director since March 2002 and 
previously was Director of the Agency’s Center for Outcomes and Effectiveness Research (COER).  Dr. Clancy, who is 
a general internist and health services researcher, is a graduate of Boston College and the University of Massachusetts 
Medical School.  Following clinical training in internal medicine, Dr. Clancy was a Henry J. Kaiser Family Foundation 
Fellow at the University of Pennsylvania. She was also an assistant professor in the Department of Internal Medicine at 
the Medical College of Virginia in Richmond before joining AHRQ in 1990. 
 
Dr. Clancy holds an academic appointment at George Washington University School of Medicine (Clinical Associate 
Professor, Department of Medicine) and serves as Senior Associate Editor, Health Services Research. Dr. Clancy has 
served on multiple editorial boards (currently Annals of Family Medicine, American Journal of Medical Quality, and 
Medical Care Research and Review). Dr. Clancy has published widely in peer reviewed journals and has edited or 
contributed to seven books. She is a member of the Institute of Medicine and was elected a Master of the American 
College of Physicians in 2004. 
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Her major research interests include various dimensions of health care quality and patient, including women’s health, 
primary care, access to care services, and the impact of financial incentives on physicians' decisions.  
 
Mary Curran, CNM, MPH first became interested in emergencies and disasters when she trained as an Emergency 
Medical Technician in 1975. Throughout her nursing and midwifery career she has continued this interest and worked 
as a volunteer for the American Red Cross.  She presently is on the Board of Directors for the Greater Nashua Area 
Medical Reserve Corps, which is an organization for volunteer medical health professionals. She also serves on the 
State of New Hampshire Advisory Committee for ESAR-VHP.  
 
Rebecca Cypher, MSN, PNNP  is a perinatal nurse with over 20 years experience as a clinical nurse,  university 
faculty, manager, educator and advanced practice nurse.  Miss Cypher received her BSN from Eastern Michigan 
University and a MSN from Regis University.  She is currently an active duty Air Force nurse who is the clinical 
specialist at Wilford Hall Medical Center’s  Hauth Birthing Center in San Antonio.  She has held various positions in 
AWHONN including consultant and the Armed Forces Section Chair.  She has presented and published on a variety of 
topics to include fetal monitoring, legal issues, and high risk conditions in pregnancy.   
 
Robbie Davis-Floyd, PhD, Senior Research Fellow, Dept. of Anthropology, University of Texas Austin, is a medical 
anthropologist specializing in the anthropology of reproduction. An international speaker and researcher, she has given 
over 500 talks around the world in the past 10 years, and is author of over 80 articles and author, co-author, or co-editor 
of ten books, including Cyborg Babies: From Techno-Sex to Techo-Tots (1998), Birth as an American Rite of Passage 
(2004), and Mainstreaming Midwives: The Politics of Change (2006). She is Editorial Chair for the International 
MotherBaby-Friendly Initiative.  
 
Ron Degon RSA CFA SA-C is a registered First Assistant in the State of Illinois, and holds multiple national 
certifications as a Surgical First Assistant. He is a working member of a surgical assisting service in Kansas. He has 
been working as an assistant for over ten years. Over this time he has assisted on well over one thousand procedures in 
multiple specialties, including Obstetrics and Gynecology.  Ron is also a co-founder and instructor with The Elite 
School of Surgical First Assisting. They instruct healthcare providers of many backgrounds in the techniques and 
principles used in being a successful First Assistant at Surgery. 
 
Sandra DeGroot, CNM, MSN is a Registered Nurse, a Board Certified Nurse-Midwife and a retired Navy Nurse 
Corps Captain.   She received her BSN from Keuka College in 1976 and her MSN from the University of Utah in 1992.  
She recently completed a 30 year career in the United States Navy as a Navy Nurse.  Highlights of her career included 
being a full scope Nurse Midwife, the  Specialty Leader to the Navy Surgeon General for Nurse Midwives and 
Women’s Health Nurse Practitioners, the Navy’s first Director of Women’s Health Care Services at Naval Hospital 
Jacksonville, Florida, the Executive Officer of U.S. Naval Hospital Keflavik, Iceland and the Commanding Officer of 
Naval Hospital Lemoore, California.  Her command received the Department of Defense OB Patient Satisfaction 
Award two years in a row during her tenure as Commanding Officer.  She has a passion for integrative health care 
practice and is trained in CranioSacral Therapy.   She is currently residing with her husband in Bellingham, 
Washington.   
 
Angela Deneris, CNM, PhD has taught at University of Utah for 16 years.  She has practiced as a CNM for 26 years, 
with a clinical interest in menopause, primary care and pregnancy. She has authored several book chapters. Dr. Deneris 
has served as a peer reviewer for the Journal of Midwifery & Women's Health. 
 
Peg Dublin, RN, MPH is a community health nurse with a special focus on developing health promotion and chronic 
disease management programs in underserved communities in Chicago.   Much of Peg's work has focused on maternal-
child health and systems change. Peg has published articles on a successful Breastfeeding Peer Counselor Program, 
based at Cook County Hospital that she directed for many years. She recently coordinated the Care Improvement 
Collaborative of the Ambulatory and Community Health Network within the Cook County Bureau of Health Services 
where she was the institutional champion of Centering Pregnancy!  Centering Pregnancy is now established in several 
County outpatient health centers as the standard of care.  Peg received her BSN at Rush University and her Masters’ in 
Public Health at the University of Illinois at Chicago.  Peg is also a CenteringPregnancy facilitator and National 
Workshop Leader.   Ms. Dublin is currently the Sr. Manager of Maternal Child Health Programs with Access 
Community Health Network, based in Chicago. 
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Janet Engstrom, CNM, PhD, FACNM is a certified nurse-midwife and a women's health nurse practitioner. She is 
currently Professor and Acting Chairperson of the Department of Women's and Children's Health at Rush University. 
She has researched lactation and infant feeding issues in very low birth weight infants for the past two decades and is 
currently a researcher with the RUSH Mothers' Milk Club. 
 
Jenifer Fahey, CNM, MSN, MPH is currently an Assistant Professor at the University of Maryland School of 
Medicine in Baltimore, Maryland.  In addition to her clinical duties (full scope midwifery) and her faculty duties 
(clinical and classroom instruction of medical students and Ob/Gyn Residents) she is also the Perinatal Outreach 
Coordinator and has, in conjunction with the Chair of the department, set up and operates an obstetric simulation 
program.  Ms. Fahey also team teaches Complex Midwifery at the School of Nursing and precepts midwifery students.  
Her research interests/areas of expertise include breastfeeding, electronic fetal heart rate monitoring, shoulder dystocia 
and patient safety.  Ms. Fahey obtained her B.A. from the University of Texas in Austin in 1994 and then went to 
Harvard University’s School of Public Health where she obtained a Masters of Science in Public Health in 1997.  Upon 
completion of her public health masters, Ms. Fahey went to New Haven where in 2000 she completed her Masters of 
Science Nursing in the Midwifery division of the Yale School of Nursing. 

Mary Faucher, CNM, PhD is a Certified Nurse-Midwife and an Associate Professor of Nursing at the Louise 
Herrington School of Nursing at Baylor University in Dallas, Texas.  Mary Ann has been practicing midwifery or 
working in women’s health in the Dallas community for 20 years. She received her midwifery education and a Master 
in Public Health from Columbia University, in New York City.  Her doctorate is in health behavior and education from 
Texas Women’s University. Her research interests include, cardiovascular health modification of health behaviors in 
woman, and adolescent risk behaviors, specifically smoking in young woman. Mary Ann is the program director for the 
new Nurse-Midwifery-DNP program soon to open at Baylor University. It will be the only nurse-midwifery program in 
Texas. 

Barbara Fildes, MS, CNM served as Director, Division of Midwives and Nurse Practitioners in the Department of 
Ob/Gyn at Dartmouth-Hitchcock Medical Center in New Hampshire from 1994-2005. In 1997, Barbara co-chaired a 
Task Force on Credentialing and Privileging for Advanced Practice Nurses at Dartmouth-Hitchcock Medical Center 
and became the first non-physician member of the Credentials Committee on which she served for many years. She is 
now leading a three-year initiative on Regional Obstetric Quality Improvement and provides consultation regarding 
credentialing and privileging of CNM's and NP's. She is ACNM Region I Representative, representing the six New 
England states. 
 
Jennifer Foster, CNM, PhD is a midwife and anthropologist. She is currently Assistant Professor of Nursing and 
Anthropology at the University of Massachusetts Amherst. Jennifer has served in the Peace Corps in Guatemala, as 
well as participated in research projects in Peru and Mexico. She is currently collaborating with AnneMarie Heath in 
the Dominican Republic to mobilize nurses and the community to improve maternity care using a participatory 
midwifery model.  
 
Stacie E. Geller, Ph.D. is an Associate Professor in the Department of Obstetrics and Gynecology at the University of 
Illinois, College of Medicine and at the School of Public Health. Dr. Geller is the Director of the UIC Center for 
Research on Women and Gender and the National Center of Excellence in Women’s Health. Dr. Geller is a health 
services researcher and epidemiologist with expertise in women’s health issues, complimentary and alternative 
medicine, maternal mortality and morbidity, and has published extensively in these areas. She has a well established 
research career and has been awarded numerous research grants, both nationally and internationally in the past 5 years. 
Dr. Geller is currently the Principal Investigator of an NIH grant “Botanical Dietary Supplements for Women’s Health” 
to conduct a Phase I and Phase II clinical trial of plant extracts for the treatment of menopausal symptoms. She has 
presented several international seminars and conducted training on the use of alternative therapies during menopause 
 
 
Martha Goedert CNM, FNP, PhD is Associate Professor at Clarkson College graduate nursing program in Omaha, 
NE.  She is a nurse midwife and family nurse practitioner.  Her clinical responsibilities include a homeless clinic which 
also acts as a service learning site for a variety of undergraduate students across several disciplines.  Her career has 
been dedicated to disenfranchised persons and birthing families.  She keeps current with locum tenems work and 
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teaching in the FNP/ANP program.   Her advocacy work continues around issues of social justice, access to care, and 
promoting lives that are substance-free. Her doctorate is in Health Education from the University of Utah.  
 
 
Sandra Goldberg, CN, PhD has served as a contributor and consultant to NBC 5 for almost ten years and appears four 
times weekly with nutritional information, weight reduction tips and lifestyle changes. Her ongoing weekend series, 
“Food for Thought” has garnered a broad and loyal viewship with welcomed questions and feedback from the public. 
Dr. Sandy won the 2002 Emmy for “One Woman’s Story,” a history of her struggle with breast cancer. 
 
Goldberg received a Bachelor of Arts degree from South Arkansas University in 1968, a Masters from Northwestern 
University in 1969 and, after successfully losing 160 pounds, continued her education by earning a CN (with highest 
honors) from the American Culinary Federation in 1987, a MS and Ph.D. in Clinical Nutrition from the American 
College of Holistic Nutrition (UAB) in 1991 and a Master’s Certificate in Addictions Counseling, Specialized Eating 
Disorders certified by the National Board of Addictions Counselors in 1998. 
 
In 2001, Dr. Sandy created an ongoing cable series on CAN-TV in partnership with the American Cancer Society. In 
2002 she founded the Chicagoland Cancer Information Coalition (CCIC), and has assembled the support and expertise 
of several highly regarded cancer advocacy groups. With the support of Mayor Daley and former Police Superintendent 
Terry Hillard, she established a citizen link to the 311 system (non-emergency hotline). 
 
Dr Goldberg serves on Boards of the American Cancer Society, Prado Institute, Crohn’s and Colitis Foundation, and is 
an active volunteer with the Chicagoland Affiliate of the Susan G. Komen Breast Cancer Foundation, March of Dimes 
and Stop Colon Rectal Cancer Society.  
 
Steffie Goodman, CNM, MSN, PhD is an Instructor at the University of Colorado at Denver & Health Sciences 
Center, Department of Ob Gyn, where she is involved in a proteomics and preterm birth research project. She has also 
taught in the School of Nursing in the midwifery and women’s health programs. She has practiced midwifery 27 years 
in many settings. Her research looks at the political economy of maternity care, with a recent publication in Social 
Science and Medicine. Currently she has a proposal to compare cost and quality outcomes between midwifery-led and 
physician-led models of maternity care in safety net institutions.  
 
Barbara Hackley, CNM, MSN is a graduate of Columbia University and has worked in midwifery practice and 
education for over twenty years. Her articles on primary care have been published in the professional literature and 
presented at national conferences. Currently she is on faculty at Yale University School of Nursing and practices at 
Montefiore South Bronx Health Center. She cares primarily for low-income minority women, who typically have 
limited access to quality mental health care. However, many of the needs of these women have been met by expanding 
practice to include the management of mental health problems and by working co-operatively with a  
cohesive multi-disciplinary team 
 

Kendra Harrington, PT, DPT, BCIA-PMDB is a Pelvic Floor Physical Therapist, educator, lecturer, and researcher, 
currently practicing at Walter Reed Army Medical Center.  Dr. Harrington serves as a clinic specialist to patients, 
family members, colleagues, and medical students.  She holds her certification in biofeedback training for pelvic 
muscle dysfunction, and has been appointed to the faculty at Uniformed Services University of the Health Sciences.  
She has been featured in several press releases regarding women’s health issues which have transpired into 
international news coverage as well as the Posture Tips for Mom brochure featured in the American Physical Therapy 
Association’s product catalogue. 
  
Marie Hastings-Tolsma, PhD, CNM is Associate Professor of Nurse Midwifery at the University of Colorado at 
Denver & Health Sciences Center. She teaches in the nurse midwifery and doctoral nursing programs, as well as 
practicing in the full-scope nurse midwifery faculty practice. Her research examines nurse midwifery outcomes and, in 
particular, alternative therapies used in cervical ripening. She has published on best nurse midwifery practices, perineal 
trauma, and various safe and efficacious methods for promoting favorability of the cervix pre-induction. She is PI on a 
clinical trial examining use of evening primrose oil as a labor pre-induction agent in a low-risk population. 
 
Annemarie Heath, CNM, MSN began her work in international health as a Peace Corps volunteer in Ecuador and the 
Dominican Republic. Motivated by the health care needs of women, she graduated from Yale University School of 
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Nursing with her MSN and Certificate in Midwifery. As a midwife she has specialized in working with Latin 
Americans in the United States, Puerto Rico, and the Dominican Republic. She presently works for the University of 
Massachusetts School of Nursing and with Riverbend Medical Group. She is also the executive director of the non-
profit Proyecto ADAMES, a grass roots organization focusing on reducing maternal mortality in the Dominican 
Republic through the midwifery model of care. 
 
Aggie Hoeger, CNM, MS, has been a practicing nurse-midwife for 21 years.  During that time she has precepted over 
40 midwifery students from nine graduate nurse midwifery schools.  She has also worked with PA students, NP 
students and medical students.  In 1996 she became a Regional Clinical Coordinator or RCC for the Frontier School.  
As an RCC she has followed 20-30 students a year through their clinical practicum in practices across the country.  
When problems arose in the clinical area, she worked closely with students and preceptors to find solutions that met 
everyone’s needs.  In January of this year, Aggie was hired full time as Clinical Director for the Frontier School of 
Midwifery and Family Nursing. 

 
Donna Jackson-Kohlin, CNM, MSN, received her nursing and midwifery education from the University of 
Pennsylvania, having graduated in 1990.  She has been in full-scope practice with Baystate Midwifery and Women's 
Health as a clinician since 1994.  She is a faculty member of the Baystate Midwifery Education Program. She has been 
working with incarcerated women as a member of the medical staff for the past 3 years. 
 
Lucia Jenkusky, CNM, WHNP received her BSN from The Ohio State University in 1993 and worked as an ER and 
L&D nurse until 1999 when  she obtained her Masters of Science in Midwifery from Stony Brook  University.  After 
graduation she worked as a part-time CNM for a Private Family Practice Physician in Walton, NY.   
In 2001 Lucia joined another midwife in Oneonta NY and co-founded Birth and Beyond Midwifery Practice.  Since it's 
inception Birth and Beyond grew from 30 births in it's first year to 120 births in 2006. In February of this year, Birth 
and Beyond was forced to close due to loss of the midwifery collaborative agreement.  Lucia is now working with 
NYSALM and it's Barriers to Practice Committee to change the laws in New York in regards to the collaborative 
agreement.  She is now a full time midwife with Bassett Healthcare in Cooperstown NY. 
 
Cecilia Jevitt, CNM, PhD 
Dr. Jevitt is an assistant professor of midwifery and nursing with joint appointments to the University of South Florida 
Colleges of Nursing and Medicine since 1999. She completed a master’s degree in nursing and midwifery at Emory 
University in Atlanta. Her doctorate in applied medical anthropology is from the University of South Florida. Dr. Jevitt 
has been in full scope midwifery practice for 24 years in the Tampa Bay area. She is Spanish speaking and has 
extensive experience with the health of Hispanic women and women in seasonal farm work. In addition to women’s 
health, she teaches health policy and economics, evidence based practice, and practice management. Her program of 
research focuses on integrating obesity prevention and management into routine women’s health, prenatal care, and 
breastfeeding. She is published in the areas of midwifery workforce issues, postpartum depression prevention, and 
obesity management in women’s gynecologic health, prenatal care, and lactation. 
 
Lisa Kane Low PhD CNM FACNM is currently an assistant professor at the University of Michigan School of 
Nursing, Women's Studies Department and Department of OB/GYN. She is in full scope midwifery practice also at 
UM, and is currently focused on developing her research career focused on care practices during labor to promote 
models of care in support of normal birth.  She has published papers related to the use of Doulas, adolescents* 
experiences of childbirth, PTSD during pregnancy and birth practices in low resources settings.  Her recent work 
explores management of second stage labor to prevent pelvic floor trauma. 
 
Holly Kennedy, PhD, CNM is an Associate Professor at the University of California, San Francisco and Co-Chair of 
the International Confederation of Midwives Research Standing Committee. Her program of research is focused on 
midwifery practice and outcomes, particularly in the support of normal birth. 
 
Jacqueline Kent, PhD is a postdoctoral research associate who has been undertaking research on human lactation for 
over 20 years, working with Professor Peter Hartmann at The University of Western Australia. Her interests encompass 
the biochemistry and physiology of human milk synthesis, breastfeeding behaviour, and removal of milk from the 
breast.  She has published 20 papers in refereed journals, and has been invited to speak at local, national and 
international conferences. 
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Mary Killpack, MSN, RNC is the Clinical Nurse Specialist for Perinatal Outreach with Methodist Hospital in Omaha, 
NE.  She has had 39 years of experience as a nurse and nurse educator promoting optimal pregnancy outcomes for 
underserved and high risk families.  She is certified as a RN in inpatient obstetrics, perinatal grief and adoption 
counseling.  Her most recent project, involved with Partners for Methamphetamine Prevention is dedicated to providing 
community education and increased awareness about meth. The goal of this project is to educate youth and families to 
prevent first use of illicit susbstances. 
 
Joyce King, RN, FNP, CNM, PhD is both a Family Nurse Practitioner and Certified Nurse Midwife.  Her Ph.D. is in 
the area of physiology.  She has a special interest in providing holistic GYN care to women of all ages.  She currently 
works part-time in a full scope OB/GYN Nurse-Midwifery practice and teaches full-time in both the undergraduate and 
graduate nursing programs at Emory University.  Her research interests lie in the area of fat cell metabolism, obesity, 
and gestational diabetes.  In addition, she consults both nationally and internationally regarding both obesity and 
women’s health. 
 
Tekoa King, CNM, MPH is Associate Clinical Professor in the Department of Obstetrics, Gynecology and 
Reproductive Sciences at the University of California at San Francisco and Editor-in-Chief of the Journal of Midwifery 
& Women’s Health. 
 
Carrie Klima, CNM, PhD received her nurse midwifery degree from the University of Illinois Chicago and her PhD 
from the University of Connecticut. She has been an active promoter of CenteringPregnancy since 1998, is a national 
trainer for group prenatal care and is the Vice President of  Centering Pregnancy and Parenting Association. 
 
Dr. Robert Kovarik, DMD, MS is an Associate Professor of Restorative Dentistry at the University of Kentucky 
College of Dentistry.  He is currently the Director of the Kentucky Consortium for Applied Research and Treatment 
(Ky CARAT).  This is a consortium of medical and dental clinics throughout the state of Kentucky that are doing 
clinical research on the effects of oral infections on systemic health.  The focus of his research has been on the effects 
of oral infections on preterm and low birthweight pregnancy outcomes and on the effects of oral infections on the 
medical management of type 2 diabetes.  Dr. Kovarik has presented national and internationally on topics regarding the 
systemic effects of oral infections as well as on dental materials in clinical practice. 
 
Jan Kriebs, CNM, MSN, FACNM is Assistant Professor and Director of Midwifery at the University of Maryland 
Medical School in Baltimore. She completed her midwifery education at Yale University.  In addition to her midwifery 
practice, she has been active with the American College of Nurse-Midwives. She is well known as a speaker and author 
on issues ranging from professional liability to the management of HIV and other infectious diseases.  She is the co-
author of Varney's Midwifery and of Primary Care for Women.  
 
Jain Lattes, CNM, MSN received a bachelor or art degree from Bowdoing College, bachelor of science and master of 
science degrees in nursing from Columbia University .  She has been working as a full scope nurse-midwife since 
2000, joining Baystate Midwifery and Women's Health in Springfield, MA in 2003. She is also a member of the faculty 
for the Baystate Midwifery Education Program.  In 2004, Jain began caring for incarcerated women at the Hamden 
County Correctional Center in Ludlow, Massachusetts and continues to do so today. 
 
Amy Levi, PhD, CNM is a Clinical Associate Professor and Interim Director of the Midwifery Education Program at 
the University of California, San Francisco and Chair of the ACNM Division of Research.  
  
Francie Likis CNM, NP, DrPH is the Coordinator of Graduate Education at the Frontier School of Midwifery and 
Family Nursing (FSMFN). She is also a Deputy Editor of the Journal of Midwifery & Women's Health. She received 
her bachelor's and master's degrees from Vanderbilt University, her midwifery education at the FSMFN, and her 
Doctor of Public Health from the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill. 
 
Nancy Lowe, CNM, PhD received a PhD in nursing science from the University of Illinois at Chicago and was trained 
as a nurse-midwife at the Frontier School of Midwifery and Family Nursing, CNEP in the early 1990’s.  Her research 
has focused on the experience of labor pain, women's self-efficacy for labor, supportive labor care, and women’s self-
care of genitourinary infections.  Current work is also focused on the use of simulation team training for obstetric 
emergencies and cesarean section for dystocia in healthy nulliparous women. Since 2001, Dr. Lowe has been the editor 
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of JOGNN, The Journal of Obstetric, Gynecologic and Neonatal Nursing.  She served for 6 years as president of the 
American Midwifery Certification Board (formerly ACNM Certification Council).   
  
Ruth Lubic CNM, EdD, FACNM was prepared in nursing in the Hospital School of the University of Pennsylvania.  
Bachelor’s and Master’s degrees in nursing were awarded by Teachers College, Columbia University, as was a 
doctorate in Applied Anthropology.  Midwifery education was completed in the Maternity Center Association/SUNY 
Downstate program in 1962.  Dr. Lubic’s career has focused on the development and implementation of an innovative 
midwifery service, the freestanding birth center.  She is the first nurse to receive a MacArthur Fellowship, with which 
she implemented the Family Health and Birth Center/Developing Families Center to serve low income African 
American families in Washington, DC.  
  
Marla Marek, RN, MSN is a doctoral student at the University of California, San Francisco. She is an expert clinician 
in perinatal health and her dissertation research will address women’s experiences with perinatal loss. 
 
Barbara McFarlin, CNM, PhD, RDMS graduated from University of Illinois at Chicago with her BSN 1974, MS 
(midwifery) 1984 and PhD 2005. Her program of research seeks to develop a new non-invasive ultrasound method of 
detecting early cervical ripening. 
 
Paula Meier, RN, DNSc, FAAN, is Director for Clinical Research and the Lactation Program in  the Special Care 
Nursery at Rush Children’s Hospital.  Dr. Meier is also a Professor of Maternal-Child Nursing at Rush College of 
Nursing.  Her contributions to the science and practice of breastfeeding for preterm infants and their mothers span three 
decades and many professional disciplines. 
 
In 1996, Dr. Meier established the Rush Mothers’ Milk Club, a program of evidence-based breastfeeding practices for 
preterm and high risk infants, in the Special Care Nursery at Rush Children’s Hospital.   This program has become the 
international “gold standard” for excellence in research and practice, and serves as the model for neonatal intensive 
care units throughout the world.   
 
Dr. Meier graduated in 1971 with her BSN from the University of Illinois at Chicago, and in 1975 with her MSN from 
Loyola University in Chicago.  She received her Doctor of Nursing Science degree from Rush College of Nursing in 
1985.  Dr. Meier has received funding for her research from the National Institutes of Health, and numerous other 
foundations and industries.  She has authored over 60 peer-reviewed journal manuscripts, 5 book chapters, and one 
book, and has mentored innumerable undergraduate and graduate students from nursing, medicine, and nutrition in 
their clinical research endeavors.  She serves on the Executive Council for the International Society for Research in 
Human Milk and Lactation, and as the Co-Chairperson for the Expert Panel on Breastfeeding for the American 
Academy of Nursing.  Dr. Meier is also a member of the Health Advisory Council for LaLeche League, International, a 
world-wide group of medical experts that assists La Leche in the development of educational materials and 
international position papers.  Dr. Meier chaired the 2004 CDC panel that reviewed breastfeeding promotion grants, 
and was the 2005 recipient of the Distinguished Alumna Award from the University of Illinois College of Nursing. 
 
Elissa Miller, PhD, MNSc, CNM is a Certified Nurse Midwife practicing at Searcy Clinic for Women in Searcy, 
Arkansas. Her practice focuses on prenatal care and women's health.  Dr. Miller received her bachelor's degree in 
nursing from the University of Kansas, her master's from the University of Arkansas for Medical Sciences, her 
doctorate from the University of Memphis and her certificate in midwifery from Frontier School of Midwifery and 
Family Nursing.  She is presently completing certification as a family nurse practitioner at the University of Central 
Arkansas. 
 
Lisa A. Miller, CNM, JD is a certified nurse midwife and an attorney.   With over 20 years of experience in obstetrics, 
including serving as Assistant Professor of Obstetrics and Gynecology at Northwestern University Medical School, Ms. 
Miller brings a unique perspective to risk management and perinatal care.  In addition to her position as a nurse 
midwife at Saint Anthony Hospital, Lisa is currently president of Perinatal Risk Management and Education Services 
in Chicago, where she focuses on multidisciplinary fetal monitoring education and a human factors approach to risk 
management.  
 
Donna J. Miracle, RN.C., PhD brings over 25 years experience as a practitioner and educator in the field of nursing. 
From 1983-1986, she was a nurse in the mother-baby and special care units at the Women’s Hospital in Indianapolis. In 
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1986, she received certification as a lactation educator from the University of California Los Angeles and became the 
lactation consultant until 1989. Since 1994, she has been a professor of nursing in the undergraduate and the graduate 
program at Anderson and Indiana Wesleyan Universities, respectively.  In 1994, Dr. Miracle completed her Master of 
Science in Nursing at Indiana University in Women’s Health and then certified as a Peri-natal Clinical Nurse Specialist. 
Her doctorate is from Rush University in Chicago. While at Rush, she partnered with Dr. Paula Meier to conduct 
research with human milk and very low birth weight infants. 
 
Dr. Miracle published two articles in the Journal of Obstetric, Gynecologic, and Neonatal Nursing: Mothers’ Decisions 
to Change from Formula to Mothers’ Milk for Very-Low-Birth-Weight Infants and Sharing the Science of Human Milk 
Feedings with Mothers’ of Very Low Birth Weight Infants. Her scholarly presentations include the International 
Society of Research in Human Milk and Lactation and Sigma Xi Scientific Research Society where she earned the 
Outstanding Student Research award in April, 2005. She received the Dianne Nora Clinical Excellence Award and the 
Writing Award for the Rush University College of Nursing graduating class of 2006. 
 
 
Angela Mitchell, DNP, MSN, APRN, BC is a Family Nurse Practitioner at the Frontier Nursing Service in 
Manchester, Kentucky.  Dr. Mitchell is the current Director of the Nurse Practitioner Faculty Practice at the Frontier 
School of Midwifery and Family Nursing.  Her practice focuses on primary care for the entire family.  She provides 
care in the areas of diabetes, hypertension, hyperlipidemia, and metabolic syndrome.  Dr. Mitchell received her doctor 
of nursing practice, master's degree, and professional certificate of nursing from Case Western Reserve University in 
Cleveland, Ohio and her bachelor of science degree from Denison University in Granville, Ohio 
 
Mary Pat Moeller, PhD is the Director of the Center for Childhood Deafness in the Lied Learning and Technology 
Center at Boys Town National Research Hospital in Omaha, Nebraska.  Her undergraduate degree was in Speech and 
Hearing Therapy from Purdue University, followed by a Masters in Audiology from the same institution.  She received 
her PhD from the University of NE, Lincoln in Child Language and has an extensive background in research involved 
with identifying pediatric hearing loss and delineating factors which influence language development.  She is the 
Principal Investigator for an NIH-funded grant to promote dissemination of information to link health care providers 
with resources for screening, intervention, and referral. 
 
Katherine Morgan MSN WHNP, ANP completed her Master’s degree in Nursing at the University of Utah in 1997 
and is currently Assistant Professor of Nursing in the Nurse-Midwifery and Women’s Health Nurse Practitioner 
Graduate Program at the University of Utah College of Nursing.  She practices at Birth Care Health Care and at 
Planned Parenthood Association of Utah where she was formerly the Assistant Medical Director.  She has published 
numerous book chapters and articles on Women’s Health issues. She lectures locally and nationally on family planning 
issues and gynecological concerns. 
 
Yeshi Neumann, CNM, MPH, MA began practicing midwifery in 1970 in a rural community.   She 
became a CNM in 1980.  In 2000 she created HOMESTYLE MIDWIFERY, an innovative model of 
midwifery care in a hospital setting. She is the Director of the Homestyle Midwifery Program at St Lukes 
Hospital in San Francisco, CA.  
 
Rosemary Plank, RN, PhD, CNE Asynchronous discussion topics for problem solving and case discussion are 
essential in online graduate nursing education. As facilitator for development of 172 hybrid courses and 4 online 
courses in 15 masters nursing specialty programs, discussion using critical thinking is primary. Topic experience comes 
from completion of: Harvard-Macy Interprofessional Education Institute; NLN Nurse Educator Certification; Fielding 
University certificate program: Professional Development: Teaching in the Virtual Classroom; Developing/facilitating 
online course: Creating a Virtual Classroom ; Teaching in all education minor courses; Facilitating faculty educational 
development, Grading comprehensive examinations on education and critical thinking; and Research on learning styles 
in graduate nursing students. 
 
Michael S. Policar, MD, MPH currently serves as Vice President of Medical Affairs and Chief Medical Officer of the 
NorthBay Healthcare System in Fairfield, California. He also holds a position as an Associate Clinical Professor of 
Obstetrics, Gynecology, and Reproductive Sciences at the University of California, San Francisco, School of Medicine. 
From July 1994 through May, 1999, he was Medical Director of the Partnership HealthPlan of California, in Fairfield, 
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California, which included over 50,000 Medicaid recipients of Solano and Napa counties. He is former Vice President 
for Medical Affairs of the Planned Parenthood Federation of America, Inc. a position that he held between 1992-1994.  
Between 1983 and 1992, he concurrently served as Medical Director of the Women's Health Center at the San 
Francisco General Hospital and as Medical Director of Planned Parenthood of Alameda/San Francisco.  Dr. Policar 
received his MD degree at the University of California, San Francisco, School of Medicine and completed his 
residency in Obstetrics and Gynecology at the UCLA School of Medicine.  Subsequently he received a Master of 
Public Health degree in Health Services Management from UCLA School of Public Health.  He has authored a number 
of chapters in medical textbooks, including the current and past editions of Contraceptive Technology.  
 
Robbie Prepas CNM, MN, JD is a certified nurse-midwife who works as an independent international midwifery 
consultant.  She has worked in hospital practices for the last 20 years.  In addition to clinical practice she has an adjunct 
faculty position at UCLA Harbor Medical Center teaching ob-gyn nurse practitioners.  She has been working 
internationally since 1991 including both volunteer and NGO work in Africa, Asia, and South America.  She is on the 
board of directors of a new nonprofit organization, Project Repair the World.   
Debbie Pulley, CPM has a homebirth practice in Atlanta Georgia. She began attending births in 1969 while living in 
Hong Kong.  Married for 34 years with two grown children and two beautiful grandchildren, she serves on the NARM 
Board as Secretary and is Director of Public Education & Advocacy.  Debbie is also the Legislative Committee Chair 
for the Midwives Alliance (MANA) and is a member of the ACNM/MANA Liaison Committee. 
 
Mary Ann Rhode, CNM graduated from Columbia University in 1974.  She has been a faculty member in the 
University of Utah, University of Colorado, and University of California, San Diego nurse-midwifery educational 
programs.  Her research interests have been in the area of postpartum care and evidence-based practice.  She is 
currently in clinical practice with Exempla Nurse-Midwives at Saint Joseph Hospital in Denver, Colorado. 
 
Leissa Roberts, MS, CNM is a Master’s prepared Certified Nurse Midwife who has worked in the academic and 
clinical arenas for the last 13 years.  As a clinician, she is committed to listening to women and providing care with the 
nurse-midwifery philosophy that focuses on the needs of the individual and family for physical, emotional and social 
support with attention to cultural and personal values.   
 
As Executive Director of Faculty Practice, she is responsible for College of Nursing faculty who are Advanced Practice 
Nurses, facilitating interdisciplinary models of care in Obstetrics, Gynecology, Pediatrics, Psych/Counseling, acute 
Care and end-of-life Palliative Care.  She is a Chair of the Nurse-Midwifery Board for Utah and sits on the Utah 
Perinatal Board chairing the subcommittee for prematurity prevention.  She is the past Utah ACNM chapter chair.  
Leissa was honored as a Health Care Hero by Utah Business Magazine in 2005.     
 
Nicole Rouhana, CNM, FNP-C, MSN has been practicing Nurse-Midwifery since 1990 after graduating from 
UMDNJ in 1989. Her clinical practice has primarily been devoted to full scope midwifery practice rural areas of 
underserved in New York state. Certified as an FNP in 2000, she continued to broaden her scope of practice to care for 
the families of her clinical practice to better serve their primary care needs. Currently she is program director of the 
Nurse Midwifery and Perinatal Women's Health program at Stonybrook University after having taught there as faculty 
since 1994. In 2001 Nicole was chair of the Continuing Competency Section of the ACNM Division of Education and 
was instrumental in the development stages of the Clinical Reentry Program and continues to assist in the progress of 
this project. Currently she is a doctoral student at Binghamton University studying rural health and looks forward to 
improving the care of mothers and babies in geographically rural areas. 
 
Terri Russell, RNC, MSN, NNP has worked in the neonatal setting for almost 3 decades and in both community 
hospitals and teaching institutions.  She is currently the director of the graduate neonatal nurse practitioner program at 
Rush College of Nursing and is a practicing NNP in the NICU at the University of Chicago Comer Children's Hospital.  
Terri was a content reviewer for the STABLE program, a comprehensive program for post-resuscitation and pre-
transport stabilization care of sick infants.  She has spoken locally and nationally on a number of neonatal topics.  Terri 
is a member of the National Association of Neonatal Nurses was the founding president of the Chicago Area 
Association of Neonatal Nurses and remains active in that local NANN chapter. 
 
Mayri Sagady Leslie, MSN, CNM is a Certified Nurse Midwife with her Masters in Nursing from Case Western 
Reserve University and midwifery training at the Frontier School of Midwifery and Family Nursing. She currently 
serves as Chair for the Coalition for Improving Maternity Services and is a faculty member at Georgetown University. 
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A board member for the International MotherBaby Childbirth Initiative, she is working with the WHO Making 
Pregnancy Safer division, the UNICEF/WHO Baby-Friendly Hospital Initiative, and a multi-national Technical 
Advisory Group to embed "mother-friendly" care as an international standard. Mayri is a primary author on the recently 
published "Evidence-Basis for the Ten Steps of Mother-Friendly Care". 
 
 
Barbara Sattler, RN, DrPH, FAAN is the Director of the Environmental Health Education Center at the University of 
Maryland School of Nursing where she is an Associate Professor. The Environmental Health Education Center, a 
multi-disciplinary center in Baltimore, is engaged in training, education, and research related to environmental health. 
Dr. Sattler is the principle investigator/director on several projects including an EPA-funded project on community 
exposures to hazardous waste sites. Dr. Sattler directs the first Environmental Health Nursing graduate program in the 
country and she co-chairs the Nurses’ Workgroup of the Health Care Without Harm Campaign. 
 
Karen Schelling CNM MS has been a midwife for the past 17 years. She has practiced in a variety of settings 
including private practice, family planning clinics, homebirth practice and now in a tertiary care center. She spent five 
years teaching masters level midwifery students at the University of New York at Stony Brook. Since 2002 she has 
been practicing full-scope midwifery at Dartmouth Hitchcock Medical Center. DHMC has an active midwifery service, 
as well the midwives play an active role in the education of residents and student nurse-midwives.  
 
Karen is the current Chair of the Continuing Competency Section of the ACNM Division of Education (DOE) and as 
such sits on the Governing Board of the DOE. The Governing Board provides leadership and policy recommendations 
regarding education to the ACNM Board of Directors. The Continuing Competency Section is an active group that has 
been especially busy for the past 2 years developing and implementing a re-entry to clinical practice pilot program for 
midwives who have been out of practice. She will be presenting an education session that gives an update and 
evaluation of this pilot program. Karen lives in southern Vermont with her husband and son. 
 
Suzanne Stalls, CNM has been a midwife for nearly 20 years.  She is currently the service director for the midwifery 
practice at Women’s Specialists of New Mexico in Albuquerque, New Mexico.  Her master’s degree is in International 
Relations and she speaks French and Spanish.  Now that her children are grown, her focus has again returned to 
international work.  For the past several years, she has worked in Honduras, Nepal, Ethiopia, Haiti and Zimbabwe. 

 
Sharon Rising, CNM, MSN is a certified nurse-midwife who graduated from the Yale School of Nursing, taught on 
the faculty there and then established the graduate nurse-midwifery program and the Childbearing Childrearing Center 
at the University of Minnesota. In 1993-94 she developed and piloted the CenteringPregnancy Program in Waterbury, 
CT and began doing instructional workshops nationally and internationally.  She is the Executive Director of the 
Centering Pregnancy and Parenting Association, Inc (CPPA), a non-profit organization dedicated to the promotion of 
the Centering model of group care to providers and parents.  She also is on the clinical nursing faculty at the Yale 
School of Nursing. 
 
Judy V. Schmidt, RN, MSN, MA, Ed.D. is a Public Health Educator with the National Immunization Program at the 
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention in Atlanta, Georgia.  Judy earned her doctorate in Education at the 
University of San Francisco and has Master's degrees in Management and Nursing from the University of Redlands and 
University of Colorado.  Since coming to the immunization program at CDC in 2000, she has helped create and present 
numerous educational offerings including onsite courses, satellite broadcasts, webcasts, netconferences, CD ROM, and 
printed materials. 
 
Lee Shulman, MD is Professor and Chief of the Division of Reproductive Genetics in the Department of Obstetrics 
and Gynecology at the Feinberg School of Medicine at Northwestern University in Chicago, Illinois.  He also serves as 
the Medical Director of the Graduate Program in Genetic Counseling at Northwestern University and is the Co-Director 
of the Northwestern Ovarian Cancer Early Detection Program.  He is a Diplomate of the American Board of Obstetrics 
and Gynecology and the American Board of Medical Genetics and a Fellow of the American College of Obstetricians 
and Gynecologists and a Founding Fellow of the American College of Medical Genetics.  He also serves as a Lecturer 
in the Departments of Obstetrics and Gynecology at the University of Illinois at Chicago. 
  
Dr. Shulman was graduated from Cornell University in 1979 with a BA degree in the College Scholar program.  He 
then attended Cornell University Medical College where he received his Doctor of Medicine degree in 1983.  Dr. 
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Shulman completed an internship and residency in Obstetrics and Gynecology at North Shore University Hospital – 
Cornell University Medical College in 1987 and served as Chief Resident during his final year.  From there he 
completed a fellowship in Reproductive Genetics at the University of Tennessee, Memphis under the guidance of Drs. 
Joe Leigh Simpson and Sherman Elias.  In 1989 he joined the Ob/Gyn faculty of the University of Tennessee, Memphis 
and became the Director of Reproductive Genetics in 1994.  In 1999 he relocated to the University of Illinois at 
Chicago where he served as Deputy Head of the Department of Obstetrics and Gynecology, Director of the Divisions 
of Reproductive Genetics and Ambulatory Care Services and Practices and as Medical Director of the Center of 
Excellence in Women’s Health. 
  
Dr. Shulman is a member of numerous regional, national and international organizations that pertain to the health and 
care of women.  His work has been recognized regionally and nationally; most recently, he was included in the list of 
“Top Doctors” in Chicago and the United States.  He is the Editor-in-Chief of the emedicine.com textbook and the 
Yearbook of Obstetrics and Gynecology and Women’s Health and is the Associate Editor of The Female Patient and 
the journal Contraception, a Contributing Editor for The Journal of Reproductive Medicine and the Executive Editor of 
the Journal of Gynecologic Surgery.   He also serves as a peer-reviewer for 25 other scientific journals.   A frequent 
contributor to the peer-reviewed and informational literature with over 120 peer-reviewed articles and over 50 book 
chapters, Dr. Shulman serves on governmental, foundation and pharmaceutical advisory boards and is currently the 
Chairman of the Board of the Association of Reproductive Health Professionals, on the Medical Advisory Board for the 
Chicago Center for Jewish Genetic Diseases and on the Board of Trustees of the Central Association of Obstetricians 
and Gynecologists and the International Society for Prenatal Diagnosis.  His major research focus is in reproductive 
genetics, contraception, women’s health and medical education. 
 
Lynn Sibley, PhD, CNM, FACNM, is Associate Professor, Director of the Center for Maternal and Newborn 
Survival, and Academic Program Director of the Lillian Carter Center for International Nursing, Nell Hodgson 
Woodruff School of Nursing, Emory University.  Dr. Sibley holds a joint appointment in the Rollins School of Public 
Health, Department of Global Health and an associate appointment in the Department of Anthropology.  Formerly 
Senior Technical Advisor to ACNM, her recent work has focused on co-authoring and field-testing the Home-Based 
Life Saving Skills (HBLSS) program in India and Ethiopia.  She has completed a meta-analysis of traditional birth 
attendant training spanning three world regions, and is currently responsible for a program of formative research 
focusing on the recognition of life-threatening complications,, in collaboration with the Center for Health and 
Population Research, International Center for Diarrheal Disease Research, Bangladesh.  
 
Joan Slager, CNM, MSN, CPC is the Business Section Chair for the American College of Nurse-Midwives' Division 
of Standards and Practice. She has spent the last 8 years teaching CNMs how to apply the rules of billing and coding to 
enhance their financial viability and to utilize the data as measures of productivity.  Ms. Slager directs Michigan's 
largest midwifery practice whose midwives bill over 4 million dollars in billable services each year. She is the editor of 
the 3rd. edition of the Service Director's Network's Administrative Manual for Midwifery Practices and the author of 
Business Concepts for Healthcare Providers.  
 
Barry E. Schwarz, MD is Professor and Vice Chairman of the Department of Obstetrics and Gynecology at The 
University of Texas Southwestern Medical Center at Dallas.  Dr. Schwarz is also the Chief of Service for Family 
Planning at Parkland Health and Hospital System.  After completing a residency in obstetrics and gynecology, Dr. 
Schwarz finished a research fellowship in gynecologic endocrinology.  He is currently a member of numerous 
professional societies including the American College of Obstetrics and Gynecology, The American Medical 
Association, and the Texas Medical Association.  He is also an appointed member of the Texas Department of State 
Health Services Midwifery Board. 
 
Sharad Sreenivasan, LMSW is a graduate of the Columbia University School of Social Work and has worked in East 
Harlem and the South Bronx, serving primarily low-income women and their families. For the last seven years, he has 
been at the South Bronx Health Center, where he currently directs their mental health and social services. He has 
extensive experience in screening, assessing, and as part of a multi-disciplinary team, managing the treatment of 
depression and other mental health issues of women in the South Bronx community. 
 
Lisa Summers, CNM, DrPH  is a 1983 graduate of the nurse-midwifery program at Yale University. She has worked 
in large nurse-midwifery services, in private practice, and as faculty in nurse-midwifery education programs and 
schools of medicine. In 1999 she completed a Doctor of Public Health Degree at Columbia University School of Public 
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Health.  She joined the ACNM staff in 1997 as Senior Technical Advisor in the Department of Professional Services 
and assumed the position of Director of Professional Services in November, 2005.  
 
Sandra Tebben Buffington, CNM, MPH, PNP, FACNM began her career with ACNM in 1988.  Ms. Buffington is 
presently Senior Technical Advisor to ACNM.  With over 40 years of experience in international programs, she has 
trained TBAs in many countries, practiced as a clinical nurse-midwife and nurse practitioner for 13 years in Nigeria, 
designed community health workers training curricula and conducted training for nurse-midwife clinicians in Lesotho 
for 5 years and in Uganda for 2 years, co-authored the ACNM Home Based Life Saving Skills (HBLSS) manual, and 
implemented the HBLSS field-test in India and Ethiopia, worked with NGOs to expand the HBLSS program to selected 
areas of Haiti, Liberia, Afghanistan, and Ghana, developed proposals for HBLSS in Amazon Basin, Peru and Southern 
Sudan.  
 
Nell Tharpe, MS, CNM, CRNFA has been involved with community midwifery and women's health since 1979. A 
1986 graduate of the SUNY Downstate certificate program, Nell has a wealth of experience in full-scope midwifery 
practice. She has been a surgical first assistant since 1996. Nell was the developmental editor for the ACNM handbook 
The Midwife as Surgical First Assistant, and is the author of the Clinical Practice Guidelines for Midwifery & 
Women's Health. She teaches through the Midwifery Institute of Philadelphia University, Birthwise Midwifery School, 
and Midwife Publications. 
 
Jackie Tillett, CNM, ND is the Director of the Midwifery and Wellness Center in Milwaukee where she practices full 
scope midwifery.  She completed her midwifery education and doctoral work at Rush University in Chicago, her  
doctoral project was the Measurement of Quality in a Midwifery Service. Dr. Tillett is Chair of the Quality 
Management section of the DOSP and is coordinating the benchmarking project.  Jackie was inducted as a Fellow of  
the ACNM at this annual meeting. 
 
Cindy Turner Maffei, MA, IBCLC is national coordinator of Baby-Friendly USA, implementing the UNICEF Baby-
Friendly Hospital Initiative in the United States, and a faculty member of the Healthy Children Project. She has 
extensive experience as a nutritionist and breastfeeding educator in WIC and other Maternal Child Health programs. 
Cindy is a member of breastfeeding coalitions on the local, state and national level, including the US Breastfeeding 
Committee, and is an adjunct professor at the Union Institute and University. She is an author of numerous articles and 
monographs, and books, most recently: Breastfeeding A-Z: Terminology & Telephone Triage.   
 
 
Claire Westdahl, CNM, MPH, FACNM is a nurse midwife with over 32 years of experience. She holds graduate 
degrees in nursing and public health. She is currently Director of Nurse Midwifery Department and Assistant Professor 
(C) in Department of Gyn-Ob, Emory University, Atlanta, GA. In 2000 she developed a train-the-trainer curriculum on 
social marketing and breastfeeding for Department of Health and Human Services, the Department of Agriculture and 
American College of Nurse Midwives. She was an invited speaker at ICEA in 2005 on Breast Feeding and Social 
Marketing. She has led CenteringPregnancy™groups since 1999. She developed the self- assessment survey, “Thinking 
About Breastfeeding” which stimulates group discussion about the real “cost” of breastfeeding. This Three-step 
Counseling strategy, adapted for groups, is based on principles of social marketing. 
  
Sara Womack, RDH, BS, MEd. is a licensed Dental Hygienist with a Bachelor of Science degree in Dental Hygiene 
and a Master of Education from the University of Southern Indiana. She is currently working as a research coordinator 
in a collaborative position with the Center for Women’s Health, the Hopkins County Health Department and the 
University of Kentucky.  She has extensive experience in clinical practice and oral health education.  Her current 
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